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Photo of Hector Lupp fly fishing on the Campbell’s River near Bathurst.  
See article on page 12 
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Welcome to New Members 

All new members can download a Members Interests Form from the group’s website.  These members 
can be contacted in the first instance by contacting the Membership Secretary.   

If you are a new member, consider submitting an article on yourself, how you got interested in 
genealogy or some interesting research you have done. 
 

Membership Renewal 

Membership Renewal 2022/2023 $30.00 or for the family member at the same address $20.00. 
 

Your committee have reluctantly decided to increase the annual membership fees to cover our regular 
expenses such as the printing and postage of our journal the Carillon Chimes; insurances and rental of our 
research meeting rooms.  
 

It is interesting to note that the last increase in fees was 25 years ago in 1997 and we have certainly 
noticed a few changes to the world since then! 
 

If you receive a printed copy of the Carillon Chimes it should include a renewal form unless you have 
already paid in advance and if you have already paid for 2022-23 you have received that at the old rate. 
For other members there is a membership renewal form on the website. 

 

Research Enquiries 

2022_01M BARSDEN Mary Ann b. 1824 Richmond. m. 1840 Bx sp. William Richard Smith. d. 1893 Oberon. 
Contact: Michael michael@sharpefamilyoffice.com.au 
 

2022_013 TATE Frances b. 1822 Isle of Man ENG. sp. Ann Daniel m. 1847 Tadcaster. arri. "Beejapore" 
1853. Lived Windsor, Bullocks Flat, Forbes, Blayney. Contact: Marie nattai2@bigpond.com 
 

2022_012M LUSTED William b. c182 ENG sp. Catherine O'Grady/Grady m. 1842 d. Carcoar. Lived Surrey 
Hills and Bathurst. Contact: Wayne wayne.lloyd6555@gmail.com 
 

2022_015 WOODALL/Woodfall Joseph Richard b. c1814 d. 1887 Tamworth. sp. Mary Ann Crawford. 
Contact: Keith kandjmcniven@hotmail.com 
 

2022_017 JONES Sarah b. c1850 Brymbo WLS arriv. free c 1873 m. 1874 Bundaberg sp. Joseph Richard 
Woodall. d. 1924 Bundaberg. Contact Keith kandjmcniven@hotmail.com 
 

2022_018 GIBBONS Francis Laurel b. 1892 Bathurst. mother Ann. State dependent child. 
Contact :research@bathurstfhg.asn.au  
 

Ronda Tester Margaret Dean David Jones 

Pamela Jones Gillian Wright Janine McClure 

Life Members 

Carol Churches Lesley Buchan Elizabeth Haddon 

Ann Huges Mary Fletcher Betty Beasley 

William Deeley Graeme Hill Chris Stewart 

Marie Larnach Dianne Barnes Joy Richens 

mailto:michael@sharpefamilyoffice.com.au
mailto:nattai2@bigpond.com
mailto:wayne.lloyd6555@gmail.com
mailto:kandjmcniven@hotmail.com
mailto:kandjmcniven@hotmail.com
mailto:research@bathurstfhg.asn.au
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Calendar - Bathurst Family History Group 

 EVENT DATE and TIME INFORMATION 

General Meetings 15 October 2pm – 4pm (new 
date) 
Guest speaker:  Sarah Swift 

Seniors Centre Hall + ZOOM 

Committee Meetings 2nd Tuesday of the month BFHG Rooms 

ZOOM sessions for 
members 

Note new dates: 
27 August; 24 Sept; 29 Oct; 
19 November 

Via ZOOM – monthly catch-up for 
members 
2pm – 3pm 

CENTRE     

Centre Opening Hours Monday 10am – 1pm 
Tuesday 2pm – 4pm 
Thursday 10am – 1pm 
(Subject to availability of 
volunteers) 

At BFHG rooms (excluding public holidays) 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday are drop-
in days 
Please ring on 0479 041 058 if visiting 
from out of town 

Library Research Days 23 August;  27 Sept; 25 Oct; 
22 Nov. 

Bathurst Regional Library. 
1pm – 3pm 

SPECIAL EVENTS     

Family History Month August Program advised via mailchimp 

Bathurst Remembers 
World War 2 Exhibition 

12 – 15 August 
9am – 5pm daily 

Bathurst Showground 

Hill End 150 talk 20 August Seniors Centre Hall + ZOOM 
2pm – 4pm 

“The Last Prince of Bengal” 
Lyn Innes 

10 September Seniors Centre Hall + ZOOM 
2pm – 4pm 

NSW & ACT Association of 
Family History Societies 
Annual Conference 

16 – 18 September All presentations via ZOOM and YouTube 
Registrations: http://
ridingthewavesofhistory.com.au 

Graves & Grub tour – Black 
Springs 

16 October Black Springs 
9am start at Bathurst Court House 

Hill End 150 celebrations 22 October Hill End 

Christmas Lunch 10 December 12noon Abercrombie House 

http://ridingthewavesofhistory.com.au
http://ridingthewavesofhistory.com.au


5 No. 211 August 2022 

 

POST TO: PO Box 1058, Bathurst NSW 2795 
EMAIL TO: treasurer@bathurstfhg.asn.au 
  

Hill End 150 – talk by 
Lorraine Purcell 
20 August 
Seniors Centre Hall + ZOOM 
2pm – 4pm 

Hill End 150 
1872 was the heyday of gold mining in Hill End.  Following the discovery of rich 
gold reefs on Hawkins Hill the town became the centre of feverish activity as the 
population swelled to 8,000.  The Holtermann Specimen, the largest single mass of 
gold ever found, was discovered in the Star of Hope Mine on 19 October 1872.  
Lorraine Purcell, Convenor of the Hill End and Tambaroora Gathering Group, 
presents the story of this exciting period of Hill End’s story and also outlines the 
celebrations to be held on Saturday 22 October. 

The Last Prince of Bengal 
Lyn Innes 
10 September 
2pm – 4pm 

Growing up in rural NSW in the 1940s Lyn Innes discovered photographs of her 
grandfather, an Indian prince and an artist and heard stories of his childhood. This 
began her lengthy quest to uncover the truths behind a contradictory and 
complicated family history.  The Last Prince of Bengal is the fascinating story of her 
great-grandfather, the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, and his marriage 
to an English hotel maid, Sarah Vennell.  They lived together in London for ten 
years and had six children.  The youngest, Nusrat, was Lyn’s grandfather who 
emigrated to Australia in 1925.  He and his son Savile spent the first year as 
students of the Agricultural Experiment Farm School in Bathurst before purchasing 
a property in the Capertee Valley.  In addition to personal stories the book 
provides insights into relationships between the British Empire and India between 
1840 and 1940. 

General Meeting 
15 October 
Seniors Centre Hall + ZOOM 
2pm – 4pm 
Guest speaker:  Sarah Swift 

I Like Aeroplane Jelly 
Everyone remembers the many flavours of jelly and the song, but did you know 
there was a close connection with Bathurst?  Join us as Sarah Swift presents the 
fascinating story of Albert Lenertz.  Be prepared to test your memory of the 
Aeroplane Jelly song and enjoy a special afternoon tea. 

Graves & Grub tour 
16 October 

Black Springs Cemetery Tour 
Graves & Grub tours are back!  Visit “Mt Bathurst” Poll Dorset Stud to meet our 
host for the day Christine Healey and enjoy morning tea before visiting Avoca 
Church, the Old Black Springs Roman Catholic Cemetery and the current Black 
Springs Cemetery.  Following a light luncheon in the Black Springs Hall where 
historical photos will be on display, we stroll across the road to the newly 
established Pioneer Wall. 
COST:  $15 per person payable in cash on the day.  Bookings are essential.  Contact 
Marie: 6331 2238 or nattai2@bigpond.com 
Full details and directions will be provided on mailchimp. 

Hill End 150 Celebrations 
22 October 

Head to Hill End for the 150th Celebrations of Hill End’s golden heyday! 
Enjoy art exhibitions, colourised Holtermann images, music and roving bands, 
festival stalls; explore the open historic homes and public buildings; and so much 
more as you immerse yourself in this historic village. 

Christmas Lunch at 
Abercrombie House 
10 December 
  

Enjoy a delicious 3 course Christmas lunch with accompanying table wines served 
in the beautiful ballroom of historic Abercrombie House.  Dietary options are 
available – please advise when booking. 
Time: 12.00pm 
Cost: $50pp.  Bookings are essential. 

 
  

Details of Upcoming Special Events 

mailto:nattai2@bigpond.com
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BFHG Publications for Sale 

Most of our CD’s are now also available on USB. See order form on website for further details. 

 Bathurst Pioneers on-line Register before 1920  (continuously updated 2021 version) 
(see Resources/Forms tab on website for order form & prices)  

 Bathurst Pioneers before 1900 pdf eBook (published 2007, not updated) by email or USB  $35 

 Bathurst Cemetery Inscriptions-1843 to 2013      CD or USB  $40 

 Carillon Chimes 1985-2019 (200 issues, with program searchable on any word) USB $25 

 Blank 16Gb USB with Group logo        $10 

 “Feeding the Family” (Food production from a woman’s perspective) (80 pg book) $15 

 “Stories about the Bathurst Migrant Camp”      (24 pg book) $  5 

 Plus postage per order for the above (where applicable)     $  5 

 “From Flagpole to Carillon” by Jan Page (104 pg book)  $20 (plus$15 postage) 

 Updated reprint “Early Mayors of Bathurst 1863-1915”  $50 (plus $15 postage) 

 

From Our Collection 

 

Searching for Chinese connections?   
 
Following Dr Juanita Kwok’s fascinating talk at our 
May General Meeting, we now have her two 
outstanding books in our resource collection. The 
Chinese of Bathurst: Recovering Forgotten Histories 
brings together, for the first time, histories of the 
Chinese people who have lived and worked in the 
Bathurst region.   
 
Juanita wrote the historical context for Bew Chip’s 
Register: a Chinese Australian remittance register 
from the Tambaroora and Hill End goldfield which 
was translated by Ely Finch.  Bew Chip was a 
Chinese immigrant who came to mine gold in the 
1860s at Hill End and Tambaroora and stayed to 
make the area his home until his death in 1937.  
The historical background sets the scene of life on 
the goldfields while the Register is a record of the 
gold Bew Chip sent back to China via returning 
men.  
 
In addition we have a copy of Chinese Cemeteries in 
Australia Vol 2 by Dr Kok Hu Jin which records 
graves and burners in Bathurst, Gulgong, Hill End 
and Sofala. 
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 Chimes Articles By Members 

Thank you for your contributions to the Carillon Chimes. We are very grateful to those members who have 
shared their stories. If you haven’t previously contributed an article, please consider doing so. Other 
members really enjoy reading about other people’s ancestors. They also enjoy reading about any tips you 
may like to share in family history research. 
 
Contributions of articles of up to around 2,000 words by members are always welcome for inclusion in the 
Chimes. I encourage members to write the article concisely & if necessary that they may be edited by the 
Chimes Editor or included as separate parts over multiple issues.  
 
Articles can be in any format, but preferably in a digital form such as a Word document so that I can easily 
copy and paste the article into the Chimes. Formatting to match the layout of other articles in the Chimes 
will be applied by the myself, the editor. Preference is given to articles of general interest that will assist 
others with general research. Photographs to accompany the articles are encouraged, preferably as 
separate documents in a format such as jpg and up to around 1,000 Kb (1 Mb) each. Sources and captions 
should be given. Resizing and cropping can be carried out after receipt if necessary. 
 
It is your responsibility to ensure that your article does not infringe copyright.  
 
2022 Chimes Deadlines 
Information needs to be sent to the Editor prior to the following dates to make that month’s edition of 
the Carillon Chimes: 
 
November 2022 Edition - Thursday 20 October 2022 
 
Barbara Knox 
Editor 
 

New Register of Pioneer Families of Bathurst District pre 1920 

Contributed by Graeme Hill 
As members would be aware, the new Pioneer Register is available to be viewed by subscription. Your 
committee has now introduced a new discounted charge for members only. That is unlimited searches 
for 12 months for $25. 
 
We are now seeking free additions to the register for Pioneers of the 
Bathurst District prior to 1920. You can do this by downloading the form 
from the website. Please use a separate form for each pioneer. If you were 
a contributor to the previous register or are aware of any errors, please also 
forward a copy of the form indicating the changes. 
 
Additional details on completing the form are available on the BFHG 
website and contributors will have free online access to check their entries. 
 
Anyone who cannot download, please email & I can forward a form. 
 
Forms can be posted to Pioneer Register, Bathurst Family History Group, 
P.O. Box 1058, Bathurst. 2795 or emailed to pionreg@bathurstfhg.asn.au 
 

mailto:pionreg@bathurstfhg.asn.au
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President’s Report 

It is always intriguing to review the year and this annual report is certainly no exception.  At this time last 
year we were impacted by COVID restrictions and the 2021 AGM was held by ZOOM.  The Centre was 
closed, planned outings cancelled and our planned Christmas in July was eventually held as a wonderful 
Christmas lunch in December at historic Abercrombie House with Christopher and Xanthe Morgan our 
perfect hosts. By popular request we will return to Abercrombie House for our 2022 Christmas lunch on 
Saturday 10 December.  We also held an enjoyable Christmas Afternoon Tea in the Seniors Centre Hall, 
the first real get together after months of isolation. 
 
Despite the confusion and hesitancy surrounding COVID, we have managed to achieve a lot over the past 
twelve months with ZOOM becoming our new best friend!  Whereas previous to COVID we utilised the 
technology for our monthly catch-up sessions to link with members away from Bathurst, we now also 
conduct our committee and general meetings in the hybrid mode.  
 
Research Collection 
In September 2021 we made a presentation to SAG in which we gave an overview of our resources and 
activities.  A key realisation was that we have a remarkable collection of resources and this has promoted 
a concerted focus to organise and develop our collection to make it more accessible to our members and 
researchers through searchable databases.  With the help of SAG, we are cataloguing our books in a new 
format and these will soon be organised on new library shelves in the research room.  Early in the year 
we purchased a map box which now houses a remarkable collection of county, parish and topographical 
maps.   
 
Website and “Carillon Chimes” 
BFHG is incredibly fortunate and proud to have an award-winning website which is constantly being 
developed by Graeme Hill. In 2021 it was awarded the “Dorothy Fellowes Award” at the 2021 NSW & ACT 
Association of Family History Societies Conference for “the best website designed by a professional 
designer and administered by a society member.” BFHG had previously received the award in 2011 and 
2018. Graeme also sends out the monthly newsletter to keep members abreast of upcoming activities 
and new resources. Our quarterly magazine, “Carillon Chimes”, provides members with a wealth of 
wonderful stories as members take the opportunity to share their research by contributing articles. These 
are collated by our Editor, Barbara Knox, who always does a fantastic job producing an interesting 
magazine which members receive in electronic and printed form. 
 
Guest speakers 
Through our ZOOM sessions and General Meetings we have had the pleasure of hearing from a number 
of wonderful guest speakers who have presented on a wide range of topics: Rob Hamilton – “The 
Freemason and his records”; John Judge “Milltown Cemetery”; Frank Colzato – “The Colzato Collection of 
Photos” which is held by BFHG; Dr Juanita Kwok – “This is our history, not just niche History”, the Chinese 
in Bathurst and district; Joy and Allan Murrin – “Why Can’t I Find Them”, case studies in hard to find 
entries in the BDM Index; Graham Lupp – “Hector Lupp – The Piano Man”. 
 
Autumn Colours 
This year we conducted three well-attended tours during the annual Autumn Colours program.  Beautiful 
Machattie Park has a fascinating history and our tour presented some of the intriguing stories behind its 
development, events associated with the Park and some of the people associated with its development 
or recognised on the many memorials.  The ever-popular Cemetery Wander, conducted twice, 
highlighted diverse stories including Ben Chifley, Bathurst Migrant Camp, railway accidents, nurses and 
early postmasters.  Over the years the stories behind well over 100 graves have been researched and 
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President’s Report 

these will be collated as part of developing our resource collection. “My Block” – exploring the block in 
which our Centre is located – unfortunately had to be cancelled but will now be held during the Family 
History Month program in August. 
 
Research Centre 
Our rooms are open three times a week, dependent on availability of volunteers, for members to drop in 
for research or a social catch-up.  We recommend that members seeking research assistance phone in 
advance to both ensure the centre will be open and to assist the researchers in preparing for your visit.  
Research assistance is also available at Bathurst Regional Library on the fourth Tuesday of the month.  
 

August, Family History Month, will see the long-awaited restart of outings and we look forward to 
members enjoying the many activities that our outlined in the calendar.  The success of the past year, 
despite the many challenges, has been the result of a team effort and is due to the commitment of our 
committee and members who have contributed in so many ways.  I would like to thank all our dedicated 
committee members who have worked on our resources, contributed to planning, conducted activities as 
well as undertaken the many behind the scenes tasks.   
 

Thank you to our members who have assisted in making our Autumn Colours tours so successful; to our 
researchers who respond so thoroughly to members’ research requests; to our members who make it 
possible for our Centre to be open and those who have contributed to Chimes and participated in 
activities.  We look forward to another wonderful year for Bathurst Family History Group. 
 

Jan Page 
President 
 
Agenda, minutes and reports to the 2022 AGM are available in the members area of the website by 

clicking the blue [2022 AGM] button. 

A video of the 2022 AGM followed by guest speaker Graham Lupp who spoke about his father Hector 

Lupp “The Piano Man” is available in the members area by clicking [Videos] 

Life Membership 

Congratulation to Joy Richens, our newest Life Member!   Joy, member 
number 129, joined the Bathurst Family History Group in 1989, five years 
after the formation of the group. 
 
In 2011, she was elected as a committee member and the following year 
took on the role of Social Secretary, organising tours, speakers for general 
meeting and other social activities. 
 
Joy has also assisted as part of the research team and now is the group’s 
research officer as well as the group’s secretary, a role she has held since 
2018.  She also assists with updating the databases on the group’s website 
as well as updating any new entries and corrections for the Pioneer 
Register.   
 
Joy is always on hand to help where needed, setting up for meetings, and in 
general a very valuable member of the BFHG. 
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Bathurst Family History Group Financials 
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The following article is reprinted from the Autumn 2021 edition of the Society of Australian  

Genealogists (SAG) magazine Descent.  Many items available in their library are also available in the 

BFHG library or on-line in our database. The Bathurst Cemetery CD has been updated and Bathurst  

and District Pioneer Register of families before 1920 is available online by subscription. 
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Hector Lupp - A Life Well Lived 

Reflections by his son, Graham 

Like most of us, my father had various sides to his 
personality. Most people will remember his ready 
smile, and his easy and friendly manner which was 
often laced with a mischievous sense of humour. 
They will also remember his diligent and honest 
approach to his work — the exacting business of 
tuning and repairing pianos. 
 

Those closer to the family will know of our 
mother’s terrible debilitation with rheumatoid 
arthritis, which started about 1947 and lasted until 
her death in 1972. This tragedy affected all of us. 
With a stoicism that stemmed perhaps from his 
part-Chinese ancestry, Hector simply got on with 
things. 
 

Nevertheless, his task was not helped by the 
nature of his work. It may not be readily 
appreciated, but the ‘piano trade’, as he called it, 
is one of mind-numbing repetition and an 
unforgiving exactitude. 
 

Of an evening, once I had finished my homework, I 
used to go in for a chat, and to help where I could, 
doing the menial work of cleaning old felts off the 
piano action and sanding those parts ready for 
new felting. If it was late at night, I would often 
find him tying his beloved trout flies. Then the talk 
would turn to fishing. 
 

One of my strongest memories was the 
excitement Dad showed whenever we went out 
fishing or shooting. Usually late in the day, he 
would suddenly jump up and say, ‘Let’s wet a line’. 
Anticipation filled the air as he gathered his fly rod 
and my spinning gear, and off we’d go to the 
Campbells River. 
 

When time allowed these days often turned into 
longer trips. He and I once spent two weeks at 
Louth on the Darling River. We lived on the fish 
we’d caught, and stews of topknot pigeons, 
onions, carrots and potatoes. When overnight rain 
meant we couldn’t risk the drive home, he 
remarked on the ‘bad luck’ that saw us stay 
another week. 
 

In the late 1950s Dad bought a cottage at Tuross 
on the South Coast. Every Christmas we would all 

head off for a few weeks of fishing. Sister Bev and I 
used to hire a boat and row out onto Tuross Lake 
fishing for flathead. Once, a shark cruised past that 
was longer than the boat. At night, Dad and I 
would fish off Coila Beach, counting the seconds 
between flashes from the lighthouse on Montague 
Island. Dad planned to retire to Tuross with Mum, 
fishing and doing a little piano tuning. When he 
eventually decided to sell the cottage I could feel 
his disappointment. 
 

The last time we were together, I took him down 
the Bridle Track, a place where we had fished and 
shot rabbits over the years, and which we both 
loved like nowhere else. We paused to share a 
thermos of coffee and munch on a Scotch Finger. 
Too sick to even stand for long, Dad looked up at a 
steep hill opposite and said “Son, once I would 
have run up there’. Knowing what he meant, but 
too upset to reply, I could only mumble “and Dad, 
once, so would I.’ We both laughed as I was forty-
two and supposedly fit. Two nights later, on 10 
March 1989, he died 
peacefully in his sleep. 
 

I am honoured to have 
been asked to talk about 
Hector’s life to the 
Bathurst Family History 
Group. Through a 
collection of family 
photographs, many not 
seen before, I hope to 
convey something of the 
richness he brought to 
those who knew him. 
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Jessie Hickman, Lady Bushranger 

Submitted by Marie Larnach 
 
Elizabeth Jessie Hunt was born on 6th September, 
1890 at Burraga with her birth registered at 
Carcoar.   Her parents were James Hunt and 
Susannah/Susan Ann [nee McIntyre].   
 
By the time she was eight years of age, her 
parents had given Jessie away to Martini’s 
travelling bush circus.  This may seem like a 
terrible thing to do, but Jessie was from a low-
class family and her family may have thought her 
future prospects were slim, especially as her 
father had a criminal record.  It was possibly a 
chance for her to learn a profession and be in 
steady employment. 
 
Jessie joined up with Martin Breheny, known 
professionally as James Martini, who was the 
proprietor of Martini's Buckjumping Show.  From 
all accounts, Jessie thrived in this new 
environment  even later on becoming ring 
mistress of the show.  In one newspaper report, 
Jessie was referred to as “Mrs Martini”, but no 
evidence exists to indicate that Jessie married 
James Martini. 
 
During her time in the circus, Jessie learnt new 
skills, involved in circus life, in particularly the art 
of roughriding and she was named the Australian 
Ladies Roughriding Champion in 1905 and 1906.  
Later, her horse skills would be to her advantage, 
when she turned to cattle duffing etc. 
 
James Martini died in a freak accident, and Jessie 
continued with the circus, until the circus closed in 
1910.  Jessie started gambling on horses and dogs, 
some say to escape her grief at the death of 
James, and she supplemented her gambling losses 
by stealing, which eventually led her into her life 
of crime. 
 
In 1913, Jessie gave birth to a son, the father 
being, Benjamin Walter Hickman, but unable to 
care for the baby, she gave the baby away.   Some 
sources report she gave her son to a friend to care 
for, as Jessie did not have steady employment.  
The father of the child, Benjamin Walter Hickman, 
later enlisted in WW1. 

 
After the birth of her son, Jessie Hunt was now 
using the name Jessie McIntyre [the surname 
being her mother’s maiden name] and Jessie went 
to live in Sydney where she turned to a life of 
crime.  Her life was spiralling out of control and 
her “thieving ways” eventually caught up with her 
and between the years 1913 and 1916 she served 
two terms in Long Bay Gaol. 

 
Jessie’s gaol photo 
from 1913, shows 
her with a very 
determined look. 
 
From a newspaper 
report, dated 26th 
July, 1913 it was 
reported that 
Jessie McIntyre, 
was charged at 
Parramatta Police 
Court with 
stealing over a 

two-month period.  The items stolen included, a 
pony valued at £16 and a horse valued at £50.  As 
well at various times, three horse rugs, three pairs 
of fowls and some ducks, horse harness, winkers 
and bridles. 
 
in 1916, Jessie was released on parole and was 
working for John Fitzgerald as his housekeeper.  
John was a cattle dealer in western Sydney and 
John taught Jessie how to sell cattle of “dubious 
ownership” [stolen].  This led Jessie to appearing 
in court in 1918, on charges of cattle stealing but 
she was acquitted. 
 
Jessie’s former partner, Benjamin Hickman had 
enlisted in WW1, and upon his return to NSW, 
Jessie and Benjamin were married in 1920, but the 
marriage ended a few years later in divorce.   
 
According to a newspaper report, taken during the 
divorce proceedings, Benjamin told the court that 
his wife “would sooner live under a sheet of bark in 
the country than live in the city”.   Jessie had left 
him, in spite of his appeals to her to return, but 
she continued to live apart from him.  The court 
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Jessie Hickman, Lady Bushranger 

was told that Jessie was fond of animals, especially 
horses and cows and wanted to live on the land, 
but Benjamin could only find employment in the 
city.  The court found that Jessie had deserted her 
husband without just cause and granted Benjamin 
a decree nisi for dissolution of the marriage. 
 
By the end of the marriage, Jessie, now known as 
Jessie Hickman, had established herself in the 
Kandos area, carrying on in her career of horse 
and cattle stealing.   
 
The area around Kandos and Rylstone was wild 
and rugged in some places, but Jessie was able to 
traverse steep ravines, herding cattle, due to her 
horsemanship.  She had excellent bush skills as 
well, enabling her to keep ahead of the police on 
many occasions.  She rode her horse “astride” like 
a man and was often mistaken as a male as she 
was dressed in men’s attire. 
 
Jessie lived in the bush in a cave on the side of the 
mountain.  She went undetected for many years 
and it was little wonder that the locals called her 
“The Lady Bushranger”.  The police were unable to 
capture her and even when they did, she escaped 
conviction.  
 
A few local youths wanted to join Jessie, and 
together they formed a bushranging gang, where 
they would steal cattle, herding them across the 
country to be sold off elsewhere.   

In 1928, the police finally caught up with her and 
she was charged with cattle stealing.   
 
She appeared at Rylstone Court House, but she 
was able to convince the jury that the cattle had 
strayed onto her property, and was therefore duly 
acquitted.   
 
By the 1930s, Jessie’s health was starting to fail 
and she died of a brain tumour on 15th September, 
1936, aged 46 years.  She is buried in an unmarked 
pauper’s grave at Sandgate Cemetery, Newcastle. 

Submitted by Marie Larnach 
 
Continuing the series on people buried at Holy 
Trinity Cemetery, Kelso, as per ““Pioneer 
Cemetery, Holy Trinity Church, Kelso” by Carol 
Churches.   Connections to a convict, early 
pioneers and explorers. 
 
George Davison 
George Davison was a farmer at Raglan when he 
died on 27th June, 1873, aged 39 years.  He was 

born at Charlotte’s Vale, the son of Robert Davison 
[a former convict] and Martha [nee Blackman] and 
George was baptised at Holy Trinity Church on 21st 
August, 1835.   
 
On 24th March, 1865 at Holy Trinity Church, 
George Davison married Margaret Shirlaw.   
Margaret was born in Bathurst in 1848, the 
daughter of Scottish immigrants, Hugh Shirlaw and 
his wife Margaret [nee McLutchey/McClutchie].  
Hugh Shirlaw was a blacksmith and with his wife 

Holy Trinity Cemetery, Kelso 
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Margaret, arrived in NSW as assisted immigrants, 
aboard the ship “Earl Grey” in 1841.  
 

Looking at the above information on George, it 
would give the impression he led an ordinary life 
as a farmer, worked hard to provide for his family, 
but with further research, I found his family tree is 
of great interest.   
 

George’s parents, Robert Davison and Martha 
Blackman. 
George’s father, Robert Davison/Davidson, born 
about 1806 in England, was a convict, transported 
on the “Marquis of Hastings” in 1827, aged 21 
years, for a term of seven years for the theft of a 
sow and three pigs from Mr. W. Mihill at Great 
Yeldham.   This was Robert’s third offense as he 
had two prior convictions, the first in 1824 for 
stealing five fowls, resulting in him serving six 
months in prison.  The following year, in 1825, he 
stole again, this time five fowls and four ducks, 
and was sentenced to twelve months hard labour.   
Information found on Robert’s Ticket of Leave, 
describe him as being five foot 6 ½ inches in 
height, with a ruddy complexion, black hair and 
blue eyes, several moles on both arms, eyebrows 
meeting and a high nose. 
 

In the 1828 NSW Census, Robert is registered as a 
government servant, working as a labourer at 
Bathurst for James Blackman Snr., Chief Constable 
at Bathurst and father of Robert’s future wife, 
Martha Blackman.   
 

Martha Blackman, 
pictured, was born in the 
colony in 1813, the 
daughter of early 
pioneers, James 
Blackman Snr., and his 
wife, Elizabeth [nee 
Harley].   
 

Robert Davison and 
Martha Blackman were 
married at Holy Trinity 
Church, Kelso on 6th June, 1832.  Martha was able 
to sign the register, but Robert made his mark “X”.  
Robert and Martha had at least five children 
before Robert’s unexpected death in about 1840.   

In the Bathurst Pioneer Register, Robert is noted 
as being a farmer and carrier at Glanmire for 
about 16 years.  It would appear from information 
found on some records on Robert, he disappeared 
while carrying out his livelihood as a carrier.  
 

It is surmised that he may have drowned while 
taking his dray across a river.  His body was never 
found and there is no record for his death. 
 

After the death of Robert, Martha married a 
second time to Joseph Ainsworth at St. Stephens 
Presbyterian Church, Bathurst in 1843, with 
another five children born to this union.  
 

Joseph Ainsworth was born in about 1812 in Essex, 
England to parents John Ainsworth and Mary Ann 
Butcher.    
 

Joseph was a farm labourer and on 1st December, 
1832 he was found guilty of assault and robbery, 
[highway robbery] taking from a person a purse 
containing a sovereign and a half and some silver.   
He was sentenced to death, but this was altered to 
life transportation.  Joseph was described as being 
5’ 5½” tall, sallow complexion, sandy brown hair, 
chestnut eyes.  A scar on back of left hand and 
scar on ball of left thumb. 
 

Joseph arrived in NSW on the “Captain Cook” on 
2nd May, 1833.   
 

In 1843, Joseph had a Ticket of Leave and was 
granted permission to marry Martha Davidson/
Davison, [nee Blackman].  Joseph and Martha 
married in Bathurst on 9th December, 1843.   
 

Joseph Ainsworth died in Bathurst in 1885 and 
Martha Ainsworth died at Kelso in 1901.  Both 
Joseph and Martha are buried at Holy Trinity 
Cemetery, Kelso.  In the Bathurst Pioneer Register, 
Joseph is recorded as an innkeeper and farmer at 
Raglan. 
 

George’s maternal grandfather, James Blackman 
Snr. 
James Blackman Snr., was born about 1759 in 
Deptford, Kent, England and was among a group 
of early settlers to Australia, that had been “highly 
recommended” by the Colonial Office, due to their  
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farming and agricultural skills, as being great 
assets to the new colony in NSW. 
 
In 1801, James, Elizabeth and their children James 
Jnr., Samuel, William, John and Elizabeth, decided 
to take up the offer of a new life in Australia and 
travelled as free settlers on the convict vessel, 
“Canada”.   
 
In the Windsor and Richmond Gazette in 1931, a 
story on the early history of the area along the 
Hawkesbury River was published and includes the 
arrival of the Blackman family. 
 
Upon the arrival of the ship 'Canada', in Sydney, 
James Blackman sent a letter of introduction to 
Governor King, who sent his own private boat to 
take him and his family off, and gave him one of 
the cottages attached to Government House to live 
in until he could secure a home for himself. 
 
The Governor, assigned Blackman twelve servants 
and made arrangements for him to draw 
provisions, etc., from the Government store. He 
also offered him any land he might choose to take 
up, but Blackman only accepted 100 acres, which 
annoyed the Governor.  King also offered 
Blackman a position at the Commissariat, a high 
position in the Government service in those days, 
which he refused, as he did not like the colony and 
said he intended to return to England.   
 
At the time of the Blackman’s family arrival in 
NSW, the colony was still rather primitive, possibly 
one of the reasons why James had no intention of 
staying, but it would seem he eventually settled 
down to his new life, accepting land grants and 
Government positions. 
 
From the early 1800s, James Blackman held 
various small government appointments, including 
Superintendent of Agriculture at Castle Hill, 
District Constable at Richmond, Principal 
Superintendent of Government Stock and 
Superintendent of Convicts.  By the mid-1820s, 
James and Elizabeth had relocated to Bathurst as 
in 1825 he was appointed the Chief Constable at 
Bathurst.  

Years later, James, Elizabeth and some of their 
children, moved to Mudgee, an area explored 
earlier by their sons, James Jnr., and John.  It was 
in Mudgee, in the home of their son, William 
Blackman, at “Bleak House”, that James and 
Elizabeth died.  James Snr., died on 6th May, 1842 
and Elizabeth Blackman died two months later.    
 
The Sydney Morning Herald, dated 8th July, 1842 
reported on the death of James and Elizabeth 
Blackman. 
 
Deaths.  At the residence of Mr. William Blackman, 
Mudgee, Mr. James Blackman, senior, on the 6th 
day of May last, having attained a very advanced 
age, 83.  Also, on the 2nd July, Elizabeth Blackman, 
wife of the above James Blackman, aged 71 years; 
leaving a family of ten children to deplore their 
loss. 
 
William Blackman’s home, “Bleak House” in 
Mudgee is currently a bed and breakfast business 
and the following information, found in the 
“History of Mudgee”, is regarding the naming of 
the home, “Bleak House”.  William Blackman, or a 
member of his family, named the house after a 
Dicken’s novel, which had been published just 
seven years earlier. The Blackman family sold in 
1901 - the house was subsequently used as a 
school, boarding house and hostel - but the name 
stuck.   
 
George Davison’s maternal uncles, James 
Blackman Jnr. and John Blackman. 
James Blackman Jnr., pictured, was aged about 9 

when he arrived in 
NSW with his 
parents and siblings.   
 
In March 1818, 
James along with his 
brother John, were 
among a groups of 
ten farmers, 
selected by 
Governor Lachlan 
Macquarie , to take 
up land grants at 
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Kelso.  Each of the ten settlers were allowed fifty 
acres on the river flats and a town allotment of 
two acres.  
 
In September 1819, James Blackman became 
Superintendent of Convicts at Bathurst at a salary 
of £50 and held that office until 1821. 
 
James and his brother John, were well-known 
explorers and several areas that they explored 
were named in their honour. 
 
In 1820, James had marked out a road from 
Bathurst to Wallerawang and in 1821 with three 
companions, explored a route from Bathurst to 
the Cudgegong River to the present site of the 
town of Rylstone.  James was the first European to 
cross the Cudgegong River, about fifty miles from 
Bathurst.  Blackmans Flat near Lithgow and 
Blackmans Crown have been named after him. 

The Blackman brothers also played a leading part 
in opening up the Orange district [firstly named 
Blackmans Swamp] and also the Wellington valley. 
 
By 1828, James Blackman held 1,148 acres at 
Bathurst of which 83 were cleared and 56 
cultivated; he also had 170 cattle and 850 sheep.  
By 1832, he had moved to Mudgee and in 1840 he 
received 640 acres at Cooyal near Mudgee and 
lived there until his death on 22nd March, 1868. 
 
Harriet Rosina Davison.  Also buried at Holy Trinity 
Cemetery, in a separate grave, is Harriet Davison 
[nee Chapman], sister-in-law of George Davison.   
Harriet Chapman married in 1860, registered at 
Bathurst, to George Davison’s eldest brother, 
Robert Davison Jnr.  Harriet died on 16th May, 
1872, aged 32 years, a month after giving birth to 
her sixth child, Mary Eliza Davison, due to 
complications during childbirth. 

The Children of Richard and Mary (Short) Mutton Part 1 

Submitted by  Greg Stephenson 
 
Harking back to the story of Richard and Mary 
Mutton of Bathurst, told in Chimes 209, the 
February 2022 edition, I mentioned that there 
were two children born to Richard and Mary when 
they were living in Altarnun, Cornwall, England. A 
third child was born during the immigration 
voyage they made in the ‘Elizabeth’ in 1826/1827, 
but there were another six children who were 
born to Richard and Mary Mutton, between the 
years of 1829 and 1839, in their newfound home 
of New South Wales. 
 
To recap, the first of the children of Richard 
Mutton and Mary Short was Elizabeth Mutton who 
was born in November 1820, died and was buried 
in Altarnun, Cornwall on the 25th February 1821, at 
the age of three months. 
 
William Mutton was the second child born to 
Richard Mutton and Mary Short. He was born in 
1822 or 1823 and baptised on the 9th February 
1823, in the St Nonna’s Church of England at 
Altarnun, Cornwall. He was also my great, great 
paternal grandfather. As was mentioned in the 

story of Richard and Mary Mutton, William 
emigrated with his parents on the ‘Elizabeth’. 
Arriving in the Colony at the age of four and after 
being raised in Sydney and later in Bathurst, 
William Mutton was effectively applying for land 
grants in his own name. At about eighteen years of 
age, on the 12th August 1840, William applied for 
and was granted 640 acres adjacent to his father’s 
original grant of 640 acres (as also mentioned in 
the Richard and Mary Mutton story, but I gave the 
wrong date in that story. I gave the date as 1839, 
but it was in fact, 12th August 1840) and was in the 
Essington area, County of Westmoreland. 
Essington is about 8 kilometres SSW of Oberon. 
William also bought, in addition to much other 
land, portion 8, Mutton Falls, in an auction at 
‘Mutton Falls Reserve’ which was held on the 3 
November 1851. This land was 25 acres, 3 roods 
and 20 perches, purchased for £51/15/- and which 
he later sold to his aunt, Ann Webb in 1854 for 
£60, who was by then a widow. Much of these 
land acquisitions of William Mutton formed part of 
the parcel of landholdings collectively called 
‘Wattle Grove’. Between 1851 and 1856, William 
Mutton sub-divided a lot of ‘Wattle Grove’ and 
offered these “Small Farms” on a lease  
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arrangement, witnessed by this advertisement in 
the Bathurst Free Press and Mining Journal, 
Saturday 23rd April 1853, page 1, Advertising: 

William Mutton continued to farm at ‘Wattle 
Grove’ up until about the end of 1855, having 
already opened a butcher’s shop in the township 
of Bathurst in about 1849 or 1850, in William’s 
Street (as mentioned in the Richard and Mary 
Mutton of Bathurst story). By 1856, William 
Mutton had decided to reduce his involvement in 
large scale farming and grazing and moved, with 
his family, closer in to Bathurst. His original 680 
acre farm on ‘Wattle Grove’ which was named the 
same, ’Wattle Grove’, was sold to Henry 
Humphries and today, I believe it is called ‘Wattle 
Grove Speckle Park’ and is still in the hands of the 
Humphries family, engaged in breeding and selling 
of the Speckle variety of cattle. 

At this time, less than two kilometres from the 
heart of Bathurst, William Mutton acquired 11 
acres, 1 rood and 22 perches of land and built a 

house, which he named ‘Woodville’, located in the 
area known as ‘Poor Man’s Hollow’. I’m not sure 
where my uncle, Ken Roughley obtained a copy of 
the following 7th February 1862  advertisement 
regarding the sale or leasing of ‘Woodville’ came 
from as I can’t find it using Trove. However find it 
he did, used it in “Out Of Cornwall” and I’ve taken 
the liberty of reproducing it here. 

On the 17th September 1964, the Western 
Examiner newspaper, also called the Western 
Examiner and Orange, Molong, Dubbo and Lachlan 
Advertiser, which was published in Orange, NSW 
between 1861 and 1875, published an 
advertisement that was submitted by William 
Mutton. Neither this publication nor the image is 
available online through Trove, but it is available 
on a microfilm reel from the State Library of NSW. 
The advertisement read thus and I have quoted it 
verbatim: 
 
”For Sale-A Most Conveniently situated Farm, 
containing 175 acres of purchased land, and 140 
ditto of Free Selection, together with 1000 Ewes,  

This advertisement is from the Bathurst  Free Press 
and Mining Journal dated the 26th January 1856 

and was retrieved using Trove 
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rising two and three years old, now Lambing, 
warranted sound. This property is about 7 miles 
from Wentworth Gold mines, and about half-way 
between Guyong and Blayney, and to be 
appreciated, it must be seen. Or the land would be 
sold without the Sheep, but not the Sheep without 
the Land. Unless the lot is first sold, such an 
opportunity does not occur every day for procuring 
a most eligible property on easy terms. Real 
purchasers only, will be treated with. Apply to the 
proprietor. An early call is necessary, because if a 
property now advertised in Bathurst, is sold, this 
will be withdrawn.  
William Mutton, 
Tarah Farm, near Blayney. 
September 7, 1864…. 
 
This strangely worded advertisement seems to 
imply that ‘Woodville’ was still “on the market” as 
of September 1864 and if ‘Woodville’ had sold 
first, then the ‘Tarah Farm’, later ‘Woodlawn’ 
property would be withdrawn from sale. This does 
indicate that William Mutton may have been a 
little cash-strapped at the time. 
 
The Mutton family lived at ‘Woodville’ for some 
years, until William and the family took up the 
property in Greghamstown, called ‘Tarah Farm’. 
This property was later re-named as ‘Woodlawn’. 
William Mutton had purchased the original 42 
acres of ‘Tarah Farm’, called Portion 16, on the 7th 
September 1860, but didn’t appear to move there 
until after the advertisement for the sale or lease 
of ‘Woodville’ in 1862. According to William’s Will, 
drawn up in 1864, he gave that his address at the 
time of his Will being made, was “Tara Farm, 
King’s Plains” (sic). Kings Plains is today about 
where Blayney stands. ‘Woodlawn’ still exists and 
it’s to be found about three and a half kilometres 
along Nyes Gates Road, east from Millthorpe and 
is adjacent to the old, now gone township of  
Greghamstown, which was originally called Black 
Springs. 
 
William Mutton had married Charlotte Elizabeth 
Woodhams, who was the daughter of David and 
Lucy Richardson (born Thwaites) Woodhams, on 
the 31st August 1847, in the Wesleyan Church in 

Hill End, Bathurst.  
 
From the Sydney Morning Herald, Saturday 3rd 
September 1847: 
 
On the 31st August, by the Rev. B. Hurst, at 
Bathurst, Mr. William Mutton, of Wattle Grove, to 
Charlotte Elizabeth, third daughter of Mr. David 
Woodhams, of George-street, Sydney. 
 
NSW BDM: Marriage: 
84/1847 V184784 84 MUTTON, WILLIAM 
WOODHEMS, CHARLOTTE E IG. (IG is the early 
church code from the NSW BDM, for the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church, Hill End, Bathurst, NSW).  
 
Charlotte Elizabeth Woodhams was born in 1824 
in Guestling, a small village inland to the north of 
the coastal town of Hastings in East Sussex, 
England. She immigrated to the Colony as a free 
settler, with her parents and her sisters onboard 
the ‘Neptune’, arriving into Sydney on the 27th 
September 1839. Her father was David Woodhams 
and her mother was Lucy Richardson Thwaites. 
Charlotte Elizabeth Woodhams and William 
Mutton met whilst she was staying with William 
and Caroline Walker, her sister and brother-in-law 
in Bathurst. William Walker was the nephew of 
the Reverend William Walker of ‘Brisbane Grove’, 
one of the earliest properties on the O’Connell 
Plains.  
 
William and Charlotte (Woodhams) Mutton had 
nine children: Lucy Ann Mutton (1848-1935, 
married Thomas Townsend); William Mutton 
(1849-1915, married Catherine Anne Higgins, 
whose parents were Thomas and Elizabeth 
(Hetherington) Higgins); Elizabeth Ann Mutton 
(aka “Lizzie” 1851-1897, married Francis Rule); 
Mary Elizabeth Mutton (aka “Polly” 1853-1942, 
married Robert Clyde Doyle); Edward John Mutton 
(1855-1884, married Annie Elizabeth Stinson); 
Neville Bernard Mutton (aka “Nellie B” Mutton, 
1857-1888, married Maria Rebecca Townsend); 
Caroline Louisa Mutton (1859-1876); Marion 
Mutton (aka “Minnie” 1861-1940, married Thomas 
Lewis Reynolds) and Emily Maud Mutton (1863-
1946 and who remained a spinster). 
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Whilst he was living at ‘Woodlawn”, William 
contracted cancer in his throat and tongue in 
about March of 1880, which resulted in him being 
transferred to the Parramatta Asylum in late 
August 1880.  

 
William Mutton died in the Parramatta Asylum on 
the 9th September 1880. His body was returned to 
the family at ‘Woodlawn’ and he was buried in the 
Greghamstown Cemetery, the Methodist 
(Wesleyan) minister, Reverend E.J. Rodd 
conducted the service.  
 
It is possible that the Greghamstown Cemetery 
only exists today as a small cluster of unmarked 
graves on the site of the demolished church, under 
an old and quite large pine tree on the corner of 
the Greghamstown and Nyes Gates roads, which 
my family considers may have once been a part of 
the landholding of “Woodlawn”.  
 
When William died in 1880, the ‘Woodlawn Farm’ 
holdings at Greghamstown were, portions 16 (42 
acres), portion 17 (40 acres), portion 18 (45 acres), 
portion 19 (48 acres), portion 46 (50 acres), 
portion 47 (50 acres), portion 59 (40 acres) and 
portion 208 (42 acres).  
 
It was not until 1915, the year following the death 
of William’s wife, Charlotte Elizabeth Mutton, that 
William Mutton’s estate was finally settled. Their 
spinster daughter, Emily Maude Mutton, when she 
was administering her mother’s affairs in 1914, 
had to appoint a new executor for her father who 
had died 34 years earlier, because the appointed 
executor had died and after the Letter of 
Administration in 1880, no request for probate 

had been asked for and none made. 
 
On the 5th May 1884, his widow, Charlotte 
Elizabeth (Woodhams) Mutton leased the 
‘Woodlawn’ property to William Edward Oldham 
and Alfred Hornby Oldham, both Blayney based 
farmers, for a period of seven years.  
 
After Charlotte Elizabeth (Woodhams) Mutton 
died on the 8th August 1914 at her house, 
‘Carisbrooke’ which was on Wollongong Road at 
Arncliffe, a suburb of Sydney to the south of the 
CBD, where she and their daughter, Emily Maude 
Mutton were living in 1914, Charlotte Elizabeth 
and Emily Maude extended the lease of 
‘Woodlawn’ to the Oldhams for a further three 
years, provided that the property was kept in good 
repair and that the house, by this time quite 
dilapidated, be kept locked.  
 
The Oldhams were not residing in the old house. 
In 1917, three years after her mother’s death, 
Emily Maude Mutton entered an agreement with 
the Public Trustee and William Edward Oldham on 
the 5th July 1917, for them to purchase the original 
portion 16 of land on ‘Woodlawn’, with the old 
house. I don’t know who bought the remaining 
landholdings. 
 
This completes part 1 of the Story of Richard and 
Mary (Short) Mutton’s Children and will be 
followed in a later issue of Chimes with part 2, 
Thomas Collins Sidmouth Mutton. 
 
Note: a number of family history researchers have 
recorded Nellie B Mutton as a female child of 
William and Charlotte Elizabeth (Woodhams) 
Mutton. This is NOT the case. Nellie B was the 
childhood nickname of Neville Bernard Mutton, a 
son and the nickname was coined by his siblings. It 
stuck and he was affectionately called Nellie B 
through to his adulthood. 
 

The Parramatta Asylum’s first incarnation was as 
the Parramatta Female Factory, housing female 
convicts from settlement until 1840, after which its 
second role was as a Benevolent Asylum for sick 
and destitute convict women, from 1840 until 1849, 
then its later role as the Parramatta Public Asylum, 
from 1849 until its closure in 1915. It was a strange 
place indeed to send a terminally ill cancer patient 
to in 1880. It was not until 1885 that a new, more 
modern wing was completed and the old “female 
factory” was demolished. 
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Submitted by Barbara Knox 
 
This story flows from the Oxenham stories I wrote 
in the Chimes in August last year.  
 
Catherine Oxenham was born on 7 May 1842 at 
Sydney. Her parents were Henry and Sarah 
Oxenham. Her family moved to Wattle Flat/Sofala 
area in the early 1850s. 
 
She married William Pickard on 5 September 1859 
in Church of the Holy Trinity, Sofala. Their 
marriage shows that they both resided at Wattle 
Flat. 
 
William Pickard was born in 1834 in Bulwell 
Nottingham in England to parents Thomas and 
Harriett and had arrived as an assisted immigrant 
on board the ship “Vocalist” on 10 October 1856. 
His trade was listed as a Blacksmith. 
 
They had the following children: 
 
Thomas b. 1860 Sofala 
d. 21.07.1883 Surry Hills 
 

Sarah Harriett b. 1862 Sofala 
m. 30.12.1885 to William James Hale McQuade in 
Waverley 
m. 31.07.1903 to Francis Howard in London 
d. C1960 
 

Eliza b. 1864 Sofala 
 

William b. 1866 Sofala 
d. 17.02.1877 Rylestone 
 

Maria b. 1868 Tambaroora 
d. 01.10.1931 Stockton (mental hospital) 
 

Amelia Jane b. 24.01.1871 Tambaroora 
d. 12.10.1890 Bathurst 
 
In May 1865 William was found to be insolvent in 
his blacksmith and bakery business in Sofala. They 
were living at “Rose and Crown”, Erskine Flats, 
Sofala according to Gazette records that also 
stated that William’s black horse was stolen from 
the Maitland Bar near Hargreaves in July 1866. 
 

Next we see William and others accused of 
stealing money from a Publican at Hill End: 
 
Stolen, about 4 a.m. the 21st ultimo, from a cellar 
on, the premises of Nicholas Lambert, publican, 
Hill End, near Tambaroora,—One £50 note, one 
£10 note, and several £5 notes, Banks and 
numbers unknown, and £250 in gold. Suspicion 
attached to William Luff, William Pickard, and 
Nathaniel Moore, residents of the district. 
New South Wales Police Gazette and Weekly Record of 
Crime (Sydney : 1860 - 1930), Wednesday 5 May 1869 
(No.18), page 134 

 
In July 1870 William and Catherine were arrested 
and charged with stealing a number of children’s 
frocks and other articles from John King Weir, Hill 
End, Tambaroora. They were committed to trial at 
Bathurst in October 1870 and were found to be 
not guilty and discharged. 
 
Greville’s listing shows that William was still 
working as a Blacksmith in Hill End. 
 
In October and December 1873 records show that 
William spent time in Bathurst Jail for drunkenness 
and obscene language. He served 48 hours for the 
first offence and 7 days for the next offence.  
 
I believe that William may have come off the rails 
as Catherine had left him and their children for 
another man! She met Joseph Peak (Peek/Peake) 
in Molong and they had no less than 6 illegitimate 
children together! 
 
Minnie Ada b. 23.08.1875 Molong 
d. 1876 Sydney 
 

Joseph b. 13.03.1877 
d. 27.03.1877 Sydney 
 

Elizabeth Jane (AKA Lillian or Lily) b. 01.03.1878 
Sydney 
m. 24.10.1898 to William Francis Donnellan in 
Launceston, Tasmania 
d. 12.05.1960 Rydalmere 
 

Alfred J.W. (AKA Arthur) b. 10.12.1881 Glebe 
m. 1913 to Eileen Agnes Kelly in Sydney 
d. 10.11.1955 Paddington 
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Sydney Nickels Joseph b. 25.06.1884 Glebe 
d. 14.11.1936 Lidcombe State Hospital and Home 
 
Victoria Muriel Clancy (AKA Muriel) b. 24.05.1887 
Sydney 
m. 15.06.1911 to Thomas George Pitman in 
Victoria 
m. 1921 to William Struthers Crawford in St 
Leonards 
d. 27.08.1954 Haberfield 
 
How sad for poor old William Pickard and their 
children that Catherine left behind. Remember, 
this was the 1870’s and imagine the scandal 
Catherine would have caused!!! She really must 
have loved Joseph Peak or she must have been 
terribly unhappy with her life with William Pickard. 
 
Joseph Peak died in 1908 aged 60 years. Catherine 
died in 1921 in Rydalmere Mental Hospital aged 
80 years. 
 

The fate of the children of William and 
Catherine Pickard 
 
Thomas 
Thomas became a professional jockey and sadly 
died at the Hand of Friendship Hotel, Surry Hills at 
the age of only 24. His cause of death was listed as 
alcoholic convulsions. His headstone was paid for 
by his friends. 
 
Sarah 
Sarah married William James Hale McQuade in 
Waverley. We next find them on the England 
Census in 1891, living at Kensington, London. 
William’s brother and wife (Arthur & Emily) are 
also living with them. His occupation is listed as 
“living on his own means”. His father had died in 
1885 and left an estate worth £212,000 in his Will. 
Both William and Sarah are shown on the England 
1901 Census on their own. 
 
William died on 10 July 1903 at their residence, 
the “Royal Palace” Hotel, Kensington, London aged 
52 years. They had no children during their 
marriage. 
 

Sarah remarried on 31 July 1906 to Francis 
Howard, a Private Secretary to the British Embassy 
in Paris. Other researchers place her date of death 
as 1960, but I have been unable to confirm this. 
 
Eliza 
I could find no further information on Eliza. 
 
William 
William died aged 10 years in 1877 from heart 
disease that he had since his birth. He is buried at 
Rylstone General Cemetery. 
 
Maria 
I was unable to find anything on Maria but I did 
find her death certificate under the surname of 
Picard. The certificate stated she was not married 
and she died in a Mental Hospital at Stockton, with 
the informants of her death being Permanent 
Trustee, Sydney and the Manager of the Mental 
Hospital at Stockton. Her date of death was 1 
October 1931 and the cause of her death was the 
degeneration of her heart, coupled with a 
carbuncle of the face. She was buried at Stockton 
General Cemetery. 
 
Amelia Jane 
After Catherine had left her family behind, it 
seems that Amelia Jane was fostered/adopted by 
Joseph Hider Mills and Jane Mills. The Mills couple 
had two children, James Alfred born in June 1867 
who only lived for 3 months and Elizabeth Jane 
born in July 1868 who only lived for 5 months. 
 
Joseph Hider died in October 1889 and sadly 
Amelia Jane died 12 October 1890 aged only 19 
years. Her cause of death was Tuberculosis. Jane 
Mills died 2 November 1892, aged only 60 years. 
The whole family are buried in Bathurst Cemetery. 
 
Sadly there are no further descendants from the 
marriage of Catherine Oxenham to William 
Pickard. 
 
Sarah was the only child to marry, but sadly she 
had no children. Most of the other children either 
died very young or did not marry. 
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The fate of the children of Joseph and 
Catherine Peak 
 
Minnie Ada 
Minnie was born in 1874 in the Molong district and 
died two years later in Sydney. 
 
Joseph Jnr 
Joseph was born in March 1877 and died just 14 
days later. 
 
Elizabeth Jane 
Elizabeth was also known as Lillian or Lily Teresa. 
She married William Francis Donnellan in 
Launceston on 24th October 1898.  
 
Elizabeth & William Donnellan had at least one 
son, Lindsay Francis “Frank” Oxenham Donnellan. 
He married Thelma Mendham in 1922 in 
Woollahra and they divorced in 1944. Lindsay 
Francis remarried in November 1944 to Agnes Eva 
May Tymms. Lindsay died on 15 December 1976 at 
Woollahra. 
 
William died in January 1945 in Woollahra and 
Elizabeth died on 12 May 1960 at Parramatta. 
 
Alfred J.W. (AKA Arthur)  
Alfred James William Peak was born on 10 
December 1881 in the Glebe district of Sydney. 
Alfred was also known as Arthur. In 1895, When 
he was just 14 years old, he was found to be 
habitually wandering the streets and not attending 
school.  
 
He was admitted to the “Sobraon” ship which was 
a Nautical School Ship which was founded in 1867 
under the 1866 Industrial Schools Act, driven by 
Henry Parkes as Premier and James Martin as 
Attorney-General. In the harbour near Cockatoo 
Island, it provided residential care for destitute or 
neglected children.  
 
The Sobraon provided pre-apprenticeship training 
for destitute boys between six and 18 years of age. 
The nautical industrial school concept in Sydney 
involved the complete institutionalisation of 
neglected, destitute or vagrant boys aboard the 

ship until they reached 18 years, if discharge for 
apprenticeship outside did not take place before 
that time.  
 
Taking everything into account, the Nautical 
School Ship was a singular success as a child-saving 
institution of its type. The curriculum provided 
was an articulated mixture of elementary 
education and nautical and industrial training, 
with the purpose of developing the boys into 
useful, worthy and morally upright adult members 
of society.  
 
Sports and recreation were not neglected. 
Recreational activities included gymnastics, 
cricket, rugby, swimming, playing in the brass 
band, maintaining animal pets, magic lantern 
shows in the recreation hall, and recreational 
reading in a well-stocked library. Sporting clubs 
were organised by committees of boys assisted by 
members of staff.  
 
A recreation ground was set up for the boys on 
Cockatoo Island adjacent to the ship's moorage, 
and a saltwater tidal baths was erected beside it. 
Larger pets such as an emu were kept on the 
fringes of the recreation grounds and smaller pets 
such as dogs and cockatoos were kept aboard ship 
to be cared for there.  
 
Parents could be required to pay for the upkeep of 
their child while attending the Industrial School.  
 
Alfred was apprenticed in August 1897.  
 
Alfred married Eileen Agnes Kelly in 1913 and they 
had one child, Clifford Joseph Peak who was born 
on 24th February 1915. Alfred died on 10th 
November 1955 in Paddington. Eileen died in 1963 
and her son Clifford died in 1964. 
 
Sydney Nickels Joseph  
b. 25.06.1884 Glebe 
d. 14.11.1936 Lidcombe State Hospital and Home 
 
Sydney was born on 25 June 1884 in the Glebe 
district. He was a labourer and did not marry.  
 

http://www.dictionaryofsydney.org/organisation/vernon_nautical_training_ship
http://www.dictionaryofsydney.org/artefact/industrial_schools_act_1866
http://www.dictionaryofsydney.org/person/parkes_henry
http://www.dictionaryofsydney.org/person/martin_james
http://www.dictionaryofsydney.org/natural_feature/sydney_harbour
http://www.dictionaryofsydney.org/natural_feature/cockatoo_island
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Catherine Oxenham 

Submitted by Joy Richens 
 

A recent enquiry led me once again to look for 
information on the Bathurst Migrant Camp. At any 
one time, up to 8,000 people were living in the 
Bathurst camp and up to 80,000 migrants passed 
through its gates. There is very little local 
information available on the families who were 
housed in the camp and we rely on family 
members to share their stories.   
 

This latest enquiry led me to the Roman Catholic 
Church registers, where marriages for residents of 
the Migrant Camp from December 1948 to March 
1952 are recorded.  Extracting the names of 
Groom and Bride has given me 120 couples.  Add 
to this the signatures of the witnesses, most of 
which were too difficult to decipher, the numbers 
would almost double. I assume other 
denominations would have similar records for 
marriages at the migrant centre. 
 

I have also accessed the names of pupils from the 
Migrant Camp, who enrolled at Kelso Public School 
from 1949 to 1952, giving me another 161 names. 

Selecting a couple of names from recent research 
enquiries I searched Trove and came up with some 
interesting facts about some of the people who 
called Bathurst home for a little while. 
 
Tuesday 18 January 1949 
Three Escaped Own Countries SYDNEY, 
Monday.—Two Poles and an Estonian, who 
escaped from their countries during the war, 
reached Sydney today to settle. They are Leopold 
Frackowski, 23, Eugene Haftka, 18, and Evald 
Tomberg, 28. The three men said they escaped 
from Russian imprisonment before stowing away 
on ships to America. They met in the United States 
while awaiting deportation, and applied for 
permission to migrate to Australia. Haftka was 
sent to Siberia in 1940, and was later captured by 
the Germans while being returned to Moscow for 
training at a military academy. Tomberg, who was 
married in 1939 and has not seen his wife since 
1940, was captured while fighting with the Finnish 
Army against the Russians. He escaped while being 
transported to Siberia, and eventually found his 
way to America. Frackowski slipped out of Poland  

In 1904 a warrant was issued for the arrest of 
Sydney and his friend. They were charged with 
fraudulently appropriating the sum of £3 1s. 6d in 
Wollongong. He was subsequently arrested and 
charged with a sentence of either £5 or 2 months 
jail. He served the jail time at Wollongong. 
 
Sydney served in WW1 enlisting in June 1916. He 
served in France until he was found to be sick and 
taken to hospital. He was sent to England for 
permanent base duties and then discharged in 
January 1918 with infantile paralysis (polio). 
 
He died on 14 November 1936 at the Lidcombe 
State Hospital and Home. 
 
Victoria Muriel Clancy (AKA Muriel)  
Muriel was born on 24 May 1887 in Sydney. She 
married Thomas George Pitman in Victoria in 1911 
and they had five children. A fellow researcher 
advised that she did spend some years in London 

as a Singer. Her husband died in 1919 in South 
Australia and it seems she was left penniless and 
all of the children were put into government 
homes for years in Sydney. 
 
She remarried to William Struthers Crawford in 
1921 at North Sydney. They had two children, 
Catherine Oxenham, John and William Crawford. 
 
Muriel died in 1954 at Haberfield. William died in 
1959 at Chatswood. 
 
Acknowledgements 
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after the war, was gaoled for six weeks for illegal 
entry into Norway, and then stowed away for 
America. The three men will go to Bathurst 
migrant reception camp. 
 
Monday 16 January 1950, 
I.R.O. ship brings 1517 migrants 
CHILDREN OF SEVEN NATIONALITIES 
One thousand five hundred and seventeen 
migrants, including 310 children up to 11 years of 
age, arrived in Sydney yesterday from Naples. 
 
The migrants, who include Austrians, Latvians, 
Lithuanians, Germans, Poles, Italians, and 
Hungarians, travelled in the International Refugee 
Organisation ship Nelly.  Most of them were in 
displaced persons' camps at Bagnoli, Averna, and 
Capua, Italy. The migrants left last night for 
Bathurst migrant camp.  
 
Travelling in the ship were an Hungarian countess, 
two opera singers, and three stowaways.  
 
COUNTESS: The countess, Anna Maria Koronyi, 
was wearing a ring which, she said, the Emperor 
Franz Josef of Austria had given her family. She 
said she was forced to flee from Hungary after 
being involved in the events leading to the trial of 
Czech Cardinal Mindszenty. 
 
SINGERS: Mrs. Eva Grot-Kwasniewska said she was  
an operatice soprano and fought with the Polish 
underground movement during the war. She said 
she sang at secret resistance movement concerts 
in Budapest. Mrs. Grot -Kwasniewska studied 
under Professor Kazuro, who, she said, was 
Poland's foremost music teacher. She intends to 
team with Mr. E. Fodor, an operatic tenor whom 
she met on board the. ship. They  entertained 
migrants on the voyage. Their accompanist was 
Mr. Sergejew Eugen, an Hungarian musician, who 
played the piano and piano-accordion. Both 
singers toured Europe several times before the 
war. 
 
The migrants who travelled in Nelly were satisfied 
with the food and accommodation, one of their 
section leaders said yesterday. The section leader, 

brunette Eugenija Bliokas, added: "There are 
always elements who don't agree with anything, 
but in general we were content. "There was no 
trouble. All orders were carried out, and everything 
went well."  
 
On board the “Nelly” on another journey in 1950 
was Alexander Olechnik. 
 
“I have arrived to Australia on 28th December 
1950, on a migrant Ship "Nelly", Port Sydney, and 
was taken to Migrant Camp at Bathurst. My 
parents and brother were already in Australia and 
I went to Sydney to spend a New Year with them. I 
already could speak and write English and I was 
called on 3rd January to the Employment office at 
Bathurst and asked if I knew where the Snowy 
Mountains were—I replied that I didn’t. Then the 
young man told me about the beginning of the 
gigantic Scheme and also that we need many men 
to work in the mountains and asked me if I would 
like to go to work there… he was very honest and 
fair and told me that the living conditions will be 
very rough but the pay is good...I replied that I 
didn't come to Australia to waste my time in 
camps and I like the challenge to do something 
good for my young and new country...I was then 
asked if I could organise a group of 30 men to go 
to Cooma with me - I agreed and collected 28 from 
my old shipmates...They were by nationality; 
Belarus (myself), Estonians, Hungarians, Polish and 
Italians and all of us arrived at Cooma early in the 
morning on 17th January 1951.  
(Excerpt from “The Major” ) by Noel R Gough. 
 
Migrants arrived by ship and air with newspaper 
reports showing a constant stream of arrivals. 
Many of these migrants only stayed  in Bathurst a 
few weeks, before moving onto other parts of the 
NSW and interstate. Others  made their home 
here.  
 
There are many more stories similar to these and 
if members of your family passed through the the 
Bathurst Migrant Centre, we would love to hear 
your story.  Contact research@bathurstfhg.asn.au 
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From Privileged Background to Transportation to Australia, 

not Once but Three Times 
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James Hardy Vaux, pictured, was born in Surrey, 
England in about 1782.   
 

He was the son of Hardy Vaux, a butler and house 
steward employed by George Holme Sumner, a 
member of the British Parliament.   
 

James’ mother, Sophia Lowe, was from “good 
stock”, as her father, Mr. James Lowe, an attorney 
who was clerk of papers and deputy-warden of the 
Fleet prison. 
 

James Lowe did not approve of the marriage of his 
daughter to Hardy Vaux, and when he retired in 
1785, he moved to the country and took his 
grandson, then aged three, to live with him.   
 

James Hardy Vaux had the opportunities 
presented to him due to his grandfather’s 
kindness and connections, with James attended 
boarding school, ensuring he had a good 
education.   James’ grandfather had ambitions for 
his grandson to follow in his footsteps, in the law 
profession. 
 

Therefore, most of young James’ childhood was 
spent either at boarding school or with his 
maternal grandparents in Shropshire.   

At age 14, James persuaded his grandfather to 
apprentice him to a linen draper in Liverpool and 
this was the beginning of his downfall.   
 

James enjoyed the new freedom in his life in 

Liverpool, and fancied himself as “a bit of a 

dandy”, wearing smart and stylish clothes.  He 

started staying out late at night, frequenting 

brothels and during the day, gambling at cock 

fights.  He began to steal small amounts of money 

from the till of his employer to pay his gambling 

debts and maintain his rakish lifestyle.  Due to his 

loose living, he was soon dismissed from his 

position. 
 

James then returned to Shropshire, which after his 
liberal life in Liverpool, would have been very 
boring and restrictive.  James pleaded with his 
grandfather to allow him to travel to London, to 
seek employment.  His grandfather relented, and 
with a letter of introduction from his grandfather, 
James took up the position of a copying clerk in a 
legal firm.  Here James worked steadily for three 
months, but once again, due to his frequenting 
brothels and repeated drunkenness, he was again 
out of work.   
 

James had several other positions, including a time 

in the navy as a midshipman, but this didn’t suit 

him, so he deserted his ship and returned to 

London.   
 

By late 1799, James had fallen into the life of a 
professional thief and swindler.  He was now 
residing in the area around Covent Garden, in the 
West End of London, where the nightlife and 
theatres were more to his style.  James started 
ordering clothes and other goods from tradesmen 
on credit, never intending to pay for them.  He 
would then move out of his lodgings, usually late 
at night, to avoid paying his debts and rent.  He 
then progressed to duping people into donating 
money to him as well as stealing from his 
employers.   
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In April 1800, he was arrested for defrauding his 
employer, but he was acquitted of this charge. 
 

In September 1800, a few months after his first 
arrest, James faced the Old Bailey on a charge of 
picking the pocket of William Dewell and stealing 
his handkerchief, valued at eleven pence.  He was 
found guilty of the charge and sentenced to death.  
The jury found that the value of the object was not 
at a level to be given a death sentence, so his 
sentence was altered to seven years 
transportation. 
 

James Hardy Vaux, arrived in NSW, for the first 
time, in December, 1801 on the “Minorca”.  Upon 
arrival, James was assigned to Mr. George Baker, 
Government Storekeeper, situated in the 
Hawkesbury area.  James worked as a clerk for Mr. 
Baker for three years and due to his education and 
intelligence, he was then employed as a clerk, in 
the Colonial Secretary’s Office in Sydney. 
 

This position didn’t last long, as James forged 
Governor Philip Gidley King’s initials to a 
commissariat order and was then sentenced to 
serve a term on the road gang.  For two months, 
he toiled away, in chains on the road gang, making 
new streets in Sydney.  This must have been a 
complete shock for James, to wield a heavy tool, 
making roads, after his pampered life, when his 
only tool would have been a quill pen. 
 

After his time on the road gang, he was sent to 
Castle Hill for a further ten months, to complete 
his sentence.  He was then appointed as a clerk, in 
the Magistrates Office in Parramatta, assisting Rev. 
Samuel Marsden.    
 

It would appear James worked diligently for Rev. 
Marsden, as in 1807 when Governor King was 
returning to England, and in need of a clerk to 
assist him with his paperwork, Rev. Marsden 
suggested James would be an ideal clerk.   
James’ sentence was nearing its end, therefore, 
Governor King gave James a pardon, and he then 
accompanied the King family on the “Buffalo”, in 
exchange for tutoring the King children, as well as 
arranging the Governor’s papers and writing up his 
log during the voyage.   
 

While he was on the “Buffalo”, James became 
insubordinate, and was dismissed from his 
position with Governor King. James was then 
compelled to enlist as a seaman for the rest of the 
voyage.  On his return to England, James found his 
maternal grandparents had passed away and 
other family members refused to recognise a 
former convict.   
 

Unable to find respectful employment, James 
resumed his thieving ways in London, picking 
pockets.   
 

James married a local prostitute, Mary Ann 
Thomas, with the intention if he was ever arrested 
and transported again, his wife would be allowed 
to join him in NSW. 
 

Taking on the appearance of a gentleman, James 
stole jewellery from stores and picked the pockets 
of theatre goers.  He went undetected until 
November, 1808, when he narrowly escaped a 
further conviction when he picked a pocket and 
stole a snuffbox. 
 

His luck ran out, in February 1809, when he faced 
the court at the Old Bailey, under the alias James 
Lowe, [Lowe being his mother’s maiden name] on 
a charge of grand larceny.  This time he stole a 
pearl and amethyst brooch, a diamond half hoop 
ring, a diamond ring with serpent shanks and 
another diamond ring from a jeweler’s store in 
Piccadilly. 
 

For the second time in his life, James was 
sentenced to death, but again escaped the 
gallows, when the sentence was changed to life 
transportation and for the second time he was on 
his way to NSW.   
 

In 1810, aboard the “Indian” he reached NSW and 
was assigned to a settler/store keeper on the 
Hawkesbury, employed as a clerk.  This was 
followed by being appointed as deputy overseer of 
the town gang in Sydney.   
 
By 1811, he was sentenced to twelve months hard 
labour for receiving stolen property.  This was 
then followed by time at the Newcastle penal 
settlement. 

James Hardy Vaux 
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In Newcastle he was employed in wheeling coal 
out of the mines, a most laborious occupation.  He 
later was put to all descriptions of work, including 
the duty of a watchman. 
 

He returned to Sydney in 1814, but was flogged 
and returned to Newcastle when he was caught 
trying to escape aboard the “Earl Spencer”.   
 

During this time at Newcastle, he compiled a 
“slang dictionary” for the use of magistrates, to 
understand criminal talk, often impenetrable to 
outsiders, but which drew the convicts together in 
a secret code.  The book was entitled “A 
Vocabulary of the Flash Language”.  The book was 
published for the first time in 1819 and was 
regarded as the first dictionary written in 
Australia. 
 

After the publication of this book, he was then 
encouraged to write his memoirs.  The title of this 
book was “Memoirs of the First Thirty-Two Years 
of the Life of James Hardy Vaux, a Swindler and 
Pickpocket, now Transported for the Second Time 
and Life to NSW”. 
 

His books were published in London and James 
received money in the form of royalties. 
 

The copy of James’ memoirs, pictured, was sold at 
auction in 2012 for just under $18,000. 
 

His memoirs, at the 
time, were the first 
full length 
autobiography 
written in Australia.  
The book was 
republished several 
times, the last being 
in 1964. 
 

In 1818, James 
married for a second 
time while he was in 
Newcastle.  His 
initial plan to bring 
his first wife to 
Australia was 
possibly forgotten 
by him and it is not 

known if his first wife was still alive.  
 

His second marriage was to an Irish convict, 
Frances Sharkey.  She was convicted of house 
breaking and received a sentence of seven years 
transportation.  Frances arrived in NSW in 1813, 
on the “Archduke Charles”, one of the last convict 
vessels to Australia, that would transport both 
male and female convicts, on the same vessel.   
 

A month after his marriage, James, along with 
Frances, returned to Sydney where he worked as a 
clerk. 
 

By 1820, James seems to have finally settled down 
as he has now received a Conditional Pardon and 
is working as a clerk in the Colonial Secretary’s 
office. 
 

In 1824, there are reports of Frances being “drunk 
and abandoned” and sent to the female factory 
for 28 days.  Again in 1824, she was found to be 
“drunk, riotous and disorderly” and again sent to 
the female factory for three months.    
 

In 1827 at St. John’s at Parramatta, James marries 
for the third time, to his housekeeper, Eleanor 
Bateman, another Irish convict.  At the time of the 
marriage, he married under the surname Lowe.  It 
is not clear if James’ second wife, Frances, was still 
alive or if it was a bigamous marriage? 
 
James’ third wife, Eleanor Bateman, arrived in 
NSW on the “Woodman” in 1823, aged 19 when 
she was transported for seven years for felony.  
She was described in the convict records as being 
five foot two inches in height, a fresh complexion, 
black hair and grey eyes.  According to the 
surgeon’s log, Eleanor was treated for pneumonia 
while at sea and she fainted twice during the night 
from the heat of the prison. 
 
In 1826, James was dismissed from his clerical 
position by Governor Darling, due to the 
Governor’s policy of not employing convicts or ex-
convicts as clerks.  James then took up a position 
in an ironmonger’s store.  He stayed in the 
position until 1829, when he escaped the colony, 
therefore breaking his terms of his conditional 
pardon, which did not allow him to leave NSW.   
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Later it was found that James had escaped to 
Ireland.  What became of his wife, Eleanor, is not 
known? 
 

In 1830 in Dublin, he was arrested, this time under 
the alias, James Young, on a charge of passing 
forged bank notes.  James pleaded guilty, and 
once more, faced transportation, this time for 
seven years.  He arrived in NSW, for the third time, 
on the “Waterloo” in 1831.   
 

Upon arrival, he was recognised as James Hardy 
Vaux, and his previous life sentence was revived, 
and he was sent to the penal settlement at Port 
Macquarie, where he remained for the next six 
years. 

In 1837, he was allowed to return to Sydney and 
this time was appointed as a clerk to a wine 
merchant.  Two years later, in May 1839, he faced 
a serious charge of criminal assault on a young girl.  
He was sentenced to two years imprisonment and 
released in 1841. 
 

After his release, it would appear James Hardy 
Vaux disappeared.  No record exists after this 
period, nor a record of his death can be traced.  
One source has that James went to work “up 
country” as a shepherd, but this cannot be 
confirmed. 

William Baker’s Arrival 

Submitted by James Michael Fleming 
 
Rockley pioneer 
William Baker was among the first Europeans to 
settle at Rockley NSW in the 1830s where he later 
married Eliza Connors and raised a family. He and 
Eliza share a grave in Rockley’s Jumpers Flat 
cemetery with their son William. This article 
documents for the first time how and when he 
came to Australia. 
 

Family origins 
His brother Isaac Baker joined him at Rockley soon 
after arriving at Sydney as an assisted immigrant 
aboard the Ascendant with his wife Eliza Shepherd 
and six children on 21 February 1855. The ship’s 
passenger list records that Isaac was a 
wheelwright who had been born at Thorne St 
Margaret in Somerset around 1814 and that he 
had “a brother Wm Baker residing at Campbell 
River near Bathurst”. It also reveals that their 
parents were the late Samuel Baker and his widow 
Elizabeth, then residing at Thorne St Margaret. 
 

The church register for Isaac’s marriage to Eliza 
Shepherd at Bedminster (Bristol) on 9 November 
1837 confirms that his father was Samuel Baker, 
Yeoman. 
 
Samuel’s widow, Elizabeth Baker, was recorded on 
the 1851 census as a “pauper, formerly farmer’s 

wife” living with her son Robert Baker aged 42 at 
Holywell Lake Hamlet, Wellington (less than 2 
miles from Thorne St Margaret). Robert was an 
agricultural labourer who had been born at Thorne 
St Margaret, while Elizabeth had been born at 
Milverton (5 miles away). The 1841 census records 
her as a washer woman at Blackmore Place in 
Wellington along with her son Robert and four 
lodgers. It was common for widows to take in 
laundry and lodgers. 
 

Isaac had been baptised at Thorne St Margaret on 
6 January 1815. I was unable to find a baptism 
record for either William or Robert, but I did find 
those for two sisters. Sarah Baker had been 
baptised on 23 October 1803 and Ann Baker at 
Thorne St Margaret on 12 May 1816. 
 

The siblings may have had another brother named 
Ephraim who was born around 1805 at Thorne St 
Margaret and who was to marry Joan Hill at 
Wellington on 6 July 1837. He was then a bachelor 
husbandman whose father was Samuel Baker, 
farmer. The marriage was witnessed by Robert 
Baker (probably his brother, mentioned above). 
 
We know that Ann was the youngest child in the 
family because her baptism record refers to her 
father as “the late Samuel Baker”. He had been 
buried in the same church five months earlier at 
the age of 74 (implying a birth year of 1741).  
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Samuel Baker had married Elizabeth Chorley at 
Thorne St Margaret on 31 March 1793. He would 
have been 52 years old but she was only 14 (based 
on her stated age on the 1851 census record).  
 

Their son William Baker married Eliza Connors in 
St Michael’s church at Bathurst NSW on 19 July 
1844, but Eliza had borne him two children before 
that. Their daughter Eliza (usually known as 
Betsey) had been baptised on 15 May 1841 at 
Peppers Creek (that joins Campbell’s River near 
Rockley) and a second daughter Agnes had been 
baptised on 28 May 1843 at Campbell’s River. 
Eliza’s 1876 death certificate also names three 
younger children: John, Susannah and William. Her 
husband’s 1882 death certificate reveals that he 
had been born around 1799 in England and that 
he had come to Australia around 1822, but these 
dates must be treated with caution because they 
were estimates supplied by his tenant (Arthur 
Wilkinson), not by a family member. 
 

Analysis of candidates 
The details of William’s arrival in Australia had 
remained elusive until I recently solved that 
mystery. I started by identifying all the William 
Bakers who emigrated to NSW before 1844 and 
then attempted to identify the right candidate by 
eliminating as many as possible, one by one. There 
were 30 convicts and 3 free settlers named 
William Baker in NSW before 1844 - a total of 33 
candidates. 
 

Seven died before 1844, including five convicts 
who had arrived on the Charlotte 1788, Neptune 
1790, General Hewett 1814, Atlas 1816 and 
Marquis of Hastings 1828. William Samuel Winsor 
Harris Baker (Ruby 1811) is not recorded on the 
1828 census, so he may be the William Baker who 
had died in 1824 aged 58. Another William Baker 
had died in 1802, but it is not clear how he had 
arrived in NSW. 
 

The 1882 death certificate of Rockley William 
Baker16 records that he had been in NSW for 
“about 60 years”. While this was an estimate, it 
would seem reasonable to eliminate candidates 
who arrived before 1812 or after 1831. Four 
convicts arrived before 1812 - on Albermarle, 

Atlantic, Britannia (all 1791) and Barwell 1798. Ten 
arrived after 1832 - on Planter, Portland, Hercules, 
Asia (all 1832), Mangles, Heroine (both 1833), 
Henry Tanner, Hooghley (both 1834) and Bengal 
Merchant 1835. 
 

Rockley William Baker was married in 1844 
without the need to apply for permission to marry, 
which means that he had, by then, completed his 
sentence and was now free to marry. Therefore, I 
eliminated the two candidates who arrived on 
Morley (3) 1829 and Isabella 1831 and were still 
convicts after 1844. 
 

The William Baker who arrived in 1817 aboard 
Morley (1) became a bushranger. He was 
recaptured and sentenced in September 1844 to 
transportation for a further ten years. 
 

Rockley William Baker was estimated to be 83 
years old when he died in 188216. The convict who 
arrived aboard Champion 1827 was recorded on 
the indents as 16 years old, making him about 12 
years too young. The William Baker who was 
recorded on the 1828 census as a 20-year-old 
Settler at Mirandadale, Luskentyre was nearly ten 
years too young. Another who was too young was 
recorded on the 1828 census as the 6-year-old son 
of John Baker who had come Free on the Frederick 
in 1827. 
 

The convict who arrived aboard Marquis of 
Huntley in 1826 was closer to the right age (born 
circa 1803) but his Native Place was Wicklow, 
Ireland, whereas Rockley William Baker was 
English. 
 

This analysis had culled the long list of 33 down to 
a shortlist of five, all convicts: 
1. A waterman from Worcester who had 

arrived in the Baring in 1819. He was about 
the right age and was last recorded serving 
four months in Parramatta Gaol in 1836. 

2. A blacksmith from Maidstone who was born 
circa 1793 and had arrived in the Morley 2 in 
1818. 

3. A farm servant from Winchester who had 
arrived in the Eliza in 1828 and was granted 
a Certificate of Freedom on 25 April 1834. 
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4. A carpenter from Bristol who had arrived in 
the Claudine in 1829. He was at Wellington 
NSW in 1828-1832 before he absconded 
from Mr J Thorp along with James Bryan, 
William Christopher and Thomas Connor. He 
was given his Certificate of Freedom on 23 
May 1836. 

 
While those candidates were all possibilities, the 
remaining candidate proved to be our man. 
 
Guildford William Baker 
This William Baker came from Wellington in 
Somerset (as did Rockley William Baker). He 
arrived in NSW as a convict aboard the Guildford 
on 10 July 1829. Both his birth year (1803) and 
arrival year are reasonably close to the estimates 
on the Rockley death certificate of 1882. 
Furthermore, like Rockley William, Guildford 
William was associated with Hanbury Clements 
(who established his property, Summerhill, at 
Rockley in the 1830s). 
 
Guildford William was convicted at Dublin on 5 
November 1828 of “felony money” and was 
sentenced to seven years transportation. Despite 
being convicted in Ireland, the Guildford indents 
state that his native place was in Somerset.  
 
He was a 26-year-old ploughman, which is 
consistent with his father being a farmer and his 
brother Robert an agricultural labourer. The 
indents also include the words “shears soldier” in 
the occupation space, so he was apparently also a 
shearer and a soldier. I was unable to find any 
evidence of his service as a soldier. Nevertheless, 
this could explain his presence in Ireland (where 
English regiments were frequently stationed at 
that time). 
 
The Guildford indents note that he was 
subsequently assigned to “H Clements, Liverpool”, 
confirmed by a subsequent Convict Muster dated 
“1828-1832”. 
 
He was granted a Ticket of Leave on 1 December 
1833, allowing him freedom within the District of 
Liverpool, NSW. It confirms that his Native Place 
was Wellington (Somerset) and gives his year of 

birth as 1805, two years younger than the 
Guildford indents imply.  
 
His parole was cancelled on 15 May 1834. His 
reaction to this may be the reason for his arrest on 
2 June 1834 on a charge of deserting his assigned 
station. He was returned to his assignment with 
Lieutenant Hanbury Clements. Upon the expiry of 
his sentence on 5 November 1835, he was given a 
Certificate of Freedom . 
 
Hanbury Clements 
Hanbury (Henry) Clements was an Irish aristocrat, 
Naval Lieutenant and free settler who arrived in 
Sydney with his family in February 1829. He was 
granted land at Liverpool and provided with 
convicts to work the land. 
 
Clements was also granted 1500 acres of land on 
Campbell’s River at Rockley on 10 March 1829. His 
family eventually settled permanently in this area, 
naming the property Summerhill after his home in 
Ireland. It is shown on the earliest map of the 
Parish of Irene in the County of Westmoreland to 
be about 5 kilometers from William Baker’s farm 
(allotment 8 of 95 acres and 3 roods in the same 
parish) which was on Campbell’s River just 
downstream from where it is joined by Peppers 
Creek. The Summerhill Estate Diaries imply that 
Clements may have provided William Baker with 
the use of one of his paddocks in return for 
occasional work. 
 
The Baker name was regularly used in the 
Summerhill Estate diaries, mainly in terms of 
sowing or reaping a crop in the “Baker” paddock. 
 
Summary 
This research confirms that William Baker of 
Rockley was a son of Samuel Baker and Elizabeth 
Chorley of Thorne St Margaret in Somerset and 
proves that he arrived in NSW aboard the 
Guildford in 1829.  
 
He was born around 1805 and had siblings named 
Isaac, Sarah, Ann, Robert and possibly Ephraim. 
His father died in December 1815 but his mother 
lived for about 40 years more. William was initially 
a ploughman and shearer before joining the army. 

William Baker’s Arrival 
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While posted to Ireland in 1828 he stole some 
money, was arrested, tried, convicted and 
sentenced to seven years transportation. On 
arrival in NSW, he was assigned to Hanbury 
Clements at Liverpool.  
 
His sentence expired on 5 November 1834. He had 
probably moved to the Rockley area before that to 
work on Clements’ property, Summerhill. In 1841 
his daughter Eliza (known as Betsy) was born at 
Peppers Creek to his de facto wife Eliza Connors. 
Another daughter (Agnes) was born in 1842 before 
he and Eliza married at Bathurst in 1844. John, 
Susannah and William were added to the family 
over the next seven years.  

Further research 
This project has solved the long-standing mystery 
of William Baker’s arrival in Australia and proved 
that his father died in 1815 (not 1840 as many 
researchers had previously concluded). More work 
is needed, however, to provide a complete history 
of the Baker family. Eliza Connors’ arrival details 
are still obscure and it is unclear how two other 
daughters fit into the family - Jane Connors Baker 
(1839 – 1911) who married Francis Press at 
Bathurst in 1853; and Mary Ann Baker (1834 – 
1871) who married James Smith at Carcoar in 
1849.  

William Baker’s Arrival 

The Pillars of Bathurst 

Submitted by Jan Page 
 
The Pillars of Bathurst is a cultural heritage garden 
located in Stanley Street on the bank of the 
Wambuul/Macquarie River.   The garden features 
an oval walkway between twenty restored cast 
iron verandah posts from the former Royal Hotel 
in William Street.  On a sandstone plinth at the 
base of each pillar are four plaques featuring the 
names of past Bathurstians who have contributed 
to the story of Bathurst.  Begun during the 
Bathurst Bicentennial Celebrations in 2015, the 
plaques are now complete with the names of 101 
people whose fascinating, and often little known 
stories, are recorded in a brochure found on 
https://yoursay.bathurst.nsw.gov.au/pillars  

 
As an extension of the project local historian Dr 
Robin McLachlan OAM, together with Brett van 
Heekeran of Bathurst’s local community radio 
station 2MCEFM, has created a series of twenty 
scripted conversations that expand on some of the 
stories with additional research.  The often 
intriguing stories are readily accessible as free 
downloadable podcasts on website 
https://2mce.org/podcastfilter/bathurst-pillars/  
With further podcasts in the making, the first 
fourteen are available for you to enjoy as you 
delve into varied aspects of Bathurst’s unique 
story: 

Arthur Budden – Pioneer Entrepreneur 
William Astley – Federation Activist 
Mary Ann Roberts – Mystery Woman 
Marie Herzog – Hospital Matron 
Selina Anderson – Political Activist 
William Tremain – Industrialist 
Charles St John Mulholland – Geologist 
Joe Yates – Musician 
Lewis Lloyd – Copper King 
Caroline Keightley – Courageous Woman 
Annie Bertha Parry – First Aid Nursing 
Dominique & Susannah Popilarie – Innkeepers 
Robert Codrington – Police Trooper 
Introduction: what are the pillars? 

https://yoursay.bathurst.nsw.gov.au/pillars
https://2mce.org/podcastfilter/bathurst-pillars/
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Crowning our Queen Elizabeth II 

Submitted by Barbara Knox 
 
Princess Elizabeth replaced her father, King 
George VI, as monarch following his death on 6 
February 1952. After 16 years on the throne he 
passed away in his sleep and his 25-year-old 
daughter Elizabeth immediately became Queen. 
But the British public had to wait for over a year 
for her actual coronation. This biggest of royal 
events, required months of meticulous planning. 
 
Queen Elizabeth II was crowned at a coronation 
ceremony in Westminster Abbey in London. In 
front of more than 8,000 guests, including prime 
ministers and heads of state from around the 
Commonwealth, she took the Coronation Oath to 
serve her people and to maintain the laws of God.  
 
After being handed the four symbols of authority - 
the orb, the sceptre, the rod of mercy and the 
royal ring of sapphire and rubies - the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Dr Geoffrey Fisher, placed St 
Edward's Crown on her head to complete the 
ceremony.  
 
A shout of "God Save the Queen" was heard and 
gun salutes were fired as crowds cheered. The 
Archbishop and fellow bishops then paid homage 
to Queen Elizabeth II.  
 
In a radio broadcast the Queen said: "Throughout 
all my life and with all my heart I shall strive to be 
worthy of your trust".  
 
An estimated three million people lined the 
streets of London to catch a glimpse of the new 

monarch as she made her way to and from 
Buckingham Palace in the golden state coach.  
 
The ceremony was watched by millions more 
around the world as the BBC set up their biggest 
ever outside broadcast to provide live coverage of 
the event on radio and television. Street parties 
were held throughout the UK as people crowded 
round television sets to watch the ceremony.  
 
The crowds, some of whom had camped out 
overnight to ensure a prime position, were 
rewarded when the Queen and other members of 
her family, including the Queen Mother, appeared 
on the balcony at Buckingham Palace.  
 
Despite the overcast weather conditions the RAF 
marked the occasion with a fly past down the 
Mall. A fireworks display then lit up the skies 
above Victoria Embankment.  
 
 
Article sourced from http:news.bbc.co.uk/
onthisday 
Photos sourced from bbc news and daily telegraph 
websites 
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Submitted by Barbara Knox 
 
With the day of the coronation set for June 2 1953 
the bustle of behind the scenes activity went on 
for some 16 months.  Adequate seating, television 
coverage and careful route planning might be the 
making of the day for others, but for the Queen 
knowing her coronation robes should be 
comfortable and safely fastened throughout the 
long arduous day was of vital importance.  
 

The new Queen had listened respectfully to her 
grandmother's advice about designs for a 
Coronation gown, but she had firm ideas of her 
own, especially of what it should not be.  Her 
specifications to Norman Hartnell her chosen 
British designer were that the coronation dress 
should be on the lines of her wedding gown and 
be made of white satin.  It was to be both regal 
and religious without exaggeration of shape.  With 
thoroughness, Hartnell researched the history and 
tradition of Coronation dresses, visiting the 
London Museum and the London Library and 
emerged with factual information. 
 

The coronation gown had to stand out against a 
competitive background of colour and the 
brilliance of precious gems.  Such a dress would 
also be destined to be historic and Hartnell 
wanted it to be his masterpiece that would appear 
as a great piece of costume history. 
 

His mind teamed with all the possibilities from 
heraldic and floral emblems to thoughts of 
heavenly bodies and centuries old religious 
vestments. The ideas flowed onto paper and he 
made many trial sketches from which emerged 
eight painted designs.  Together, the Queen and 
Hartnell discussed the designs which ranged from 
severely simple to highly elaborate. 
 

After eight revisions, the 27 year old Elizabeth 
chose a white gown with an empires worth of 
floral emblems: a Tudor Rose (England), a thistle 
(Scotland), shamrocks (Ireland), maple leaves 
(Canada), wattle flowers (Australia), ferns (New 
Zealand), proteas (South Africa), lotus flowers 
(India), leeks (Wales), and for Pakistan, three 
emblems—Wheat, Cotton and Jute. In the same 
“cover the waterfront” spirit, she carried “an all-

white bouquet featuring orchids and lily of the 
valley from England and Wales as well as 
stephanotis and carnations from Scotland and the 
Isle of Man.”  
 

Once Hartnell had the Queen's approval, work 
commenced on the white satin which had been 
obtained from Lady Hart Dyke's silk farm at 
Lullington Castle. Six embroideresses worked in 
utmost secrecy and all involved on the project 
were closely surveilled until Coronation day. 
 

Three days before the Coronation, Hartnell 
delivered the Coronation gown to the Palace. 
When the Queen tried it on she used one word to 
describe it - 'Glorious'. Unknown to her, Hartnell 
had embroidered an extra four-leaved Shamrock 
on the left side of her dress - a small omen for 
good fortune - which the Queen's left hand would 
often touch throughout the day. 
 
Article sourced from: 
www.fashion-era.com/coronation_dress.htm 
www.humanflowerproject.com 

Coronation Dress 
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CONTACT DETAILS  POST  
EMAIL 
WEBSITE 
PHONE: 

PO Box 1058, Bathurst NSW 2795 
bfhg@bathurstfhg.asn.au 
http://www.bathurstfhg.asn.au/ 
0479 041 058 for general enquiries only - not research  

MEMBERSHIP Joining Fee                             $10.00 
Membership (per annum)   $30.00   
Membership is due in July each year 

GENERAL 
MEETINGS 

Meetings are held regularly throughout the year on a Saturday afternoon in the Senior 
Citizens Centre, 176 Russell Street at 2.00pm. (please see page 4 for dates) 

RESEARCH 
ASSISTANCE TIMES 

Research assistance available at our research and training centre: 4th Tuesdays 1-3pm except 
public holidays. 

DROP-IN DAYS Mondays and Thursdays 10 am -1 pm at our Research Centre, Senior Citizens Centre, up 
Flanagan’s Lane, 176 Russell Street. Special training days as notified. 

RESEARCH 
ENQUIRIES 

For non-members an initial fee of $30.00 and a self-addressed envelope is  required.  Please 
include as much information as you can.  Our research is conducted by volunteers and can 
take some time.  
Email: research@bathurstfhg.asn.au 

CARILLON CHIMES Published during the second week of February, May, August and November. 
Contributions from members are always sought and are most welcome. Please ensure any 
articles for inclusion are with the Editor by the deadlines as shown on page 3. Contributions 
may be submitted by hand, post or email to chimes@bathurstfhg.asn.au   
Editor: Barbara Knox Phone:  0472 865 401 

DISCLAIMER The Bathurst Family History Group Incorporated or any of its members either collectively or 
individually, accepts no responsibility for any information contained in this newsletter, and 
any person acting in response to such information does so entirely at his or her own risk. 

COPYRIGHT ©2022 Bathurst Family History Group Inc.  
No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form without the express permission of 
the publisher. 
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